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Preface
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BN R BAAHPAESCAORMR R SN S AZ I R T
The Overseas Chinese Affairs Office of the State Council of the People's
Republic of China and China Overseas Exchange Association commissioned
Nanjing Normal University, Anhui Normal University and Beijing Chinese
Language College to respectively write this set of auxiliary Chinese language
teaching materials, namely, Common Knowledge about Chinese History, Common
Knowledge about Chinese Geography and Common Knowledge about Chinese
Culture which acquaint overseas Chinese teenagers with basic knowledge on these
subjects through class education or self-teaching. Parents can also use them to help
their children with study. Moreover, we hope this set of books can offer a wider

group of readers some rudimentary knowledge about Chinese history, geography
and culture, thus promoting cultural exchanges between China and other countries.

A INME SCHCA R SRS DURIFR K, A1 00164 1 Il
SR ER SN E R A, B TR A s eHR T R R i P A 2
B R A CSCHFIE, SEATHEBR A s e 1 A S SCHE IR A X
TEHORSAE, A4 S ARBLRZANE | B ARVERI SRR 35 B
FEGRHRRE TS5 5 T R A Fr Bl .



According to the actual condition and needs of overseas Chinese language
teaching, in this set of books, we objectively narrate important events and figures in
Chinese history; briefly describe the major natural and cultural features of Chinese
geography; carefully select and introduce the essence of the Chinese culture, habits
and customs. We have tried to introduce new ideas in typesetting, design and so on

and to embody scientific, ideological and practical principles in the writing.

ZEEE e N U RE T ES SO s SIPI o TN 7/ s /1 S P
X, 2520 T CrpE I s H ) s L AE; 20KA
SRS Mg BeEL fREZEL RETDAN. SKREEBR. FSCHESN
T (DR ) ROTR TR SK3E, 5K T, e, BT,
B=MESINT CRESCEHE ) BT R TR, A, HERoRmg
I o

We are deeply grateful to Su Shoutong, Wang Hongzhi, Zang Rong,
Hou Ming, Liu Shuying and Li Fangqin for revising Common Knowledge
about Chinese History, Wang Yongchang, Yue Pinglan, Liu Shumei, Bi Chao,
Xu Yukui, Dong Naican, Zhang Guizhu and Li Wenjun for revising Conumon
Knowledge about Chinese Geography, and Zhang Ying, Zhang Meng, Dong
Ming, Wu Huihua, Tao Wei and Yang Erlin for revising Common Knowledge

about Chinese Culture.

BB ARG TR AL, Fr i HF AL, DS R
BT,

Advice is welcomed if there were any mistake in the books. We will revise
them when republishing the next edition.

i
Compilers

2001 4E 12 H

December, 2001
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Introduction

HERE— MR- ZRIRER . HEKm kR
Ferp, 857, B BEEERAR, HKFEIA T hE
SR, B TS, gnd TR AERRERKE

China is a unitary multi-national country. Through the long
process of historical development, the Chinese people consisting of
many different ethnic groups have together opened up the vast territory
of China, created an outstanding culture, and helped shape the current
torm of the Chinese nation.

HEAT 56 ANERIR, T H-BEERE AR SR AN
FARBHIZR T H R R SIS S L 2
There are 56 ethnic groups in China. Due to different geographical

environments and living conditions, each ethnic group has formed its

own unique customs and excellent cultural traditions.

DUBN Pl Al T ERER AN LA B8 A
B, 290 AL 90%0 /RX{J@EEP eI,
JUTAER], fEBUR . ZEh, 7 457 AR i,
S EARE R, %BJ*L%T (X% I BA B S )

1. RR HEERKERENER
AR

People of minority ethnic groups in national
costumes on the Tiananmen Square

2. RIFE A ER

National unity Ding
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REANY), RS
SY-4 i GHNEEE iDL

The Han people are spread
throughout all provinces and cities
in the mainland, Taiwan, Hong
Kong and Macao, accounting for
about 90% of the total population
of the country. The Han culture is
the main body of Chinese culture.
For thousands of years, many iconic
figures of the Han ethnic group have
emerged in the fields of politics,
military affairs, philosophy, economy,
natural science, history, literature, art

and so on, making outstanding contributions to the progress and development of the Chinese nation.

55 DB GRAER 1 I A HIDGES, HA DBR A H EriE S,
AIIEA B ORI, TR AR AR R AT R RS | oS i R Rk 5%
[EEZ S kEaria i ISy N ALkl

All minority ethnic groups, except for the Hui and the Manchu, which usually speak Chinese, have
their own languages, some of which have their own written languages. Most of them have charming
customs, unique musical instruments, beautiful national songs and dances, rich myths and poetry, and long-

standing legends.

A NARBER A AL, TN lsiiiioe —%" o ARSI SR
A LItV R, SRR — . XM T — i, 1B XA
LR MA A R I LA, ot PR R R R 2

The ethnic groups of China show unity in diversity. Such unity in diversity is an important basis
for the survival and development of China as a unitary multi-national country, and it is also one of the

outstanding characteristics of the Chinese nation.

003
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The Chinese Nation

S A AR AR RIS, ol (JT)
SRR RarhE, SRRIN. SRR AR
B, AR S VA TAERT R At b S . I,
AT SV RN SR BB AR A A E T . R SR
FREIVASRIC (Chiyou) O FTOZR SRERM A RIS, AT
VEIRET IS, ATCT 3UC. TRk, RS NIRRT
WAL TIPS, R IS, DN Tl . B
V& BT ST AR A S 5 Y i A S PR i IR S A A
A, RR TR VIR AT AR B AT DO

Huangdi and Yandi were the common ancestors of the Chinese
nation. Huangdi's surname was Ji, and his assumed name was Xuanyuan
Shi. Yandi was also a legendary ruler whose surname was Jiang and
assumed name was Shennong Shi. Both Huangdi and Yandi lived in
the late period of China's primitive society about 4,000 or 5,000 years
ago, and were the leaders of two difterent tribes living along the Yellow
River in present-day Shaanxi Province. A war once broke out between
Yandi's tribe and the Dongyi group headed by Chiyou in east China;
Yandi's tribe allied with Huangdi's to defeat Chiyou. Conflicts later
occurred between Yandi's tribe and Huangdi's, and Yandi's tribe was
assimilated into Huangdi's after the former was defeated. After long-
term association and integration, Huangdi's tribe, Yandi's tribe, Dongyi
and the Miao group in south
China formed the mainstay of
the Huaxia ethnic group ",
who got the name of the

Han in the Han Dynasty.

P, T A
{IUS%Y -2l WEEN T IAE N
AWE. S, T

/|\SER®R « Footnotes

@ %5 RishEREBXH
AR, 2N AN L
RMFRB, ERUSHEFES
BAL, CRPEMNKR &
AMBRIEm A “4” , U3
Rr@a ‘82, “HE"H
AEERE “XHERMEBEIL
i@” o

@ Huaxia: Originally the
people in the Central Plains of
China, and also the name of the
ancestors of the Han people before
the Han Dynasty. Later, it contains
the whole territory of China, and an
allusion of China itself. The ancient
Chinese people described the
beauty of clothes as "hua," and the
vastness of territory as "xia," so the
original meaning of "huaxia" means
"the prosperity of culture and the
vastness of territory."
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BRAH (Leizw) &I 1774, SH @Ml (Cangjie) AlliE I 3F .
RAFNFIEARS | T $HIBUK, fhudiezm,
KL T IR . B, fEPRpYE S B RrL b, iE
PR S BT I, TR R B B AR B A A PR o
Legend has it that Huangdi taught people how to build houses,

breed livestock and grow crops, and invented the cart, boat, musical
g

instruments, clothes, hats and bow and arrow, that his wife Leizu
pioneered a silkworm-raising technique, and his historiographical
official, Cangjie, invented written characters. Also according to legend,
Yandi taught people to make agricultural tools, sow crop seeds, and dig
wells. Moreover, Yandi sampled various herbs in person, discovering
various herbal drugs for treating diseases. Still preserved to this day
are both the Mausoleum of Huangdi and the Temple of Huangdi on
Mount Qiaoshan in Huangling County, Shaanxi Province, and the

Mausoleum of Yandi in Yanling County, Hunan Province.

HEEEDRE — MR — 2 RIRE R, 28T
FRERT AR SRR, “HAERRE SO0 T HhE%
RIR KA IME NI ZeRR. RECETARRBOGEMZ— 15
fiE, Ao AER RIL RIS, BLA I rhAe R R A5 DU
FEAD 55 DR R, Hrp IUgE AR R R E R R R

China has been a unitary multi-ethnic country since ancient
times. After thousands of years of procreation, development and ethnic
integration, "the Chinese nation" has become a common name for all
ethnic groups of China and overseas Chinese. The emergence both
of Yandi and Huangdi marked the rise and unification of the Chinese
nation, making them the common ancestors of the Chinese nation as

a whole. At present, the Chinese Nation consists of the Han and 55

minority ethnic groups, with the Han as the majority group.

55 /DRI G R, A EAE 1,000 J3 DA B A T A
Wils NITEE 1,000 Ji—100 THIAES N Bl 5k .
HET/RIR . Wk B (YD) R, A, wlfEEG . i (Dong)
W BRI, IR B WBIEE . BRIk . M (Dai) k.
B 16 MR A IHE 100 J7—10 J7 A9 T3 (L1 st %
1. EH R i (Wa) Jge. & (She) Jge. firfli (Lahw) J&. /Kik. R 205k,

The statue of Huangdi

2. B E AR PAPIR . SSORUR . FZRSCHOR . TR B (Dawodr) TR

The Mausoleum of Huangdi in Shaanxi
o st {fE (Muldod 1. % (Qiang) He. 124% (Geldo) 1. 4

The statue of Yandi
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AR 15 ARG A 10 —1 TR R BHIE . g .
ErE. BB, S B, Bk, BRI .
BB . SBIRTE (Bwenke) Wk, fHEVR ., P2 . #aTE% |
UG HEEIEE 15 MR ANATE 1 A N R s LR
BEBSRIG . Mok . SBeGE. TR, BEE (Ludba) k.
R (Hezhé) 5% 7 MK

Among the 55 minority ethnic groups, the Zhuang and the
Manchu have populations of more than 10 million; those with
populations between 10 and 1 million totaling 16 are the Mongolian,
Hui, Tibetan, Uyghur, Miao, Yi, Buyi, Korean, Dong, Yao, Bai, Tujia,
Hani, Kazak, Dai and Li; those between 1 million and 100,000 are
the Lisu, Wa, She, Lahu, Shui, Dongxiang, Naxi, Jingpo, Kirgiz, Tu,
Dawoer, Mulao, Qiang, Gelao and Xibo, numbering 15 in total; those
between 100,000 and 10,000 also amount to 15, which are respectively
the Bulang, Sala, Maonan, Achang, Pumi, Tajik, Nu, Ozbek, Russian,
Ewenke, Deang, Baoan, Yugu, Jing and Jinuo; and those less than
10,000 are the Gaoshan, Tatar, Dulong, Elunchun, Menba, Luoba and
Hezhe, totaling 7.

PR DB R AR A B AR D, (HZ 0 A X
Uz, EAAAX R TR B BER, P T
H 5 MR ABK B . SR AEE R Uik
IR T ISR I DR RS v R IO . =7 . 18
SN PSR GBA KRR DBRREEE, B, sfH
WA 20 ZADRIR TR, Je i B D BRI Ja i S I & 477

Despite their relatively small populations, the minority ethnic
groups of China live in compact communities spread over wide
areas. Guangxi, Mongolia, Xinjiang, Tibet and Ningxia are five
ethnic autonomous regions, which are respectively the concentrated
habitation areas of several ethnic groups with larger populations, namely
the Zhuang, Mongolian, Uyghur,
Tibetan and Hui. In Yunnan, Qinghai,
Guizhou, Sichuan and other provinces
there are also the compact communities
of minority ethnic groups. In particular,
more than 20 minority ethnic groups
inhabit Yunnan Province, making it the
province with the most concentrated

habitation of ethnic groups in China.

1. W R R

The Mausoleum of Yandi in Hunan

/NEIAR - Small Encyclopedia

e, A —iF, X
AERBEHRELHI, BiLH
ELiBfEA, 2H “FE" 5 &
B MAEREATN, RER

PLEAPIOTSER” o “HF
ERKE XANMFRIBHITER,
FZE o MUERAREATEE
REIMIG—RS, BFEHE
e EFIAERNERKEEN

Zhonghua: The emergence of
the word "Zhonghua" dates back to
the Wei and Jin Dynasties or so, and
became popular in the period of the
Southern and Northern Dynasties. It
is a compound word of *Zhongguo"
and "Huaxia," meaning'state in the
central position and prosperous
culture." The expression "Zhonghua
Minzu" first occurred at the end of
the Qing Dynasty, and began to be
used for the general reference of
all ethnic groups of China after the
1911 Revolution, including those
of China both historically and at
present.
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The Han

1. BRDURKDRE PUBSRE P E R R, i A DR Z IR,
UG TE— P SN FR L B T ORI R R, A
PRy PR A A i 2 R R BRI . AR A
The Han is the largest ethnic group not only in China, but also
throughout the world. It is an ancient but simultaneously modern
nation whose history has never been discontinued, and is a result of

the assimilation and mergence of the ancient Huaxia ethnic group with
many other ethnic groups.

BUBATIE 4,000 SE SRS 1, A3 K P 3,
S . DURAREIS kN BRI, Al
T RSO SRAE BRI, SR A BRI A T
FHERR KA B s DURA RS . 2241, #I%%. )
YRR, SIS AR, EDRIAR . FREIEHIA 251
B, ot BSOS R HOR ) K R T S Bk; Y
BRALESCE EATT MG T HAMIBGHE, A6E . DURAY.
JER . R, JeAeEl BN R TR E SN
W SRR R, RS A, RO T
WO N TARRREK R RIORE S R AR . A
R - BIREAR, BAMEIE ), B R TS B W
YN it M A EARYING) S C S L 2
K. EREK . BIAKMERE .,

The Han ethnic group has a recorded history of about 4,000

| years. Its people are scattered throughout China, and the commonly
used language is Mandarin Chinese. The Han people are diligent,
frugal, ambitious and proactive, and have thus created ancient
civilizations that captured the world's attention. As early as the
| Spring and Autumn Period (770-476 BC), the Han had begun large-
scale irrigation and water conservancy projects; the techniques
they invented for sericulture, brocade weaving, tea production
and porcelain making were renowned overseas; the invention

1 of papermaking, printing, the compass and gun powder made

007



P SCAbE

Common Knowledge about Chinese Culture

008

outstanding contributions to the development of world culture and
scientific technology. The Han have also made great achievements
in literature and arts: Chuci (The Songs of Chu) , Yuefu (folk songs
or ballads in the Han style) of the Han Dynasty, Poetry of the Tang
Dynasty, Ci poetry of the Song Dynasty, Zaju (poetic drama set to
music, usually consisting of four acts called Zhe, with one character
having the singing role throughout) of the Yuan Dynasty, and
the novels of the Ming and Qing dynasties were the cultural high
points of each era. Systematically complete historical works faithfully
recorded the course of the Chinese nation. Calligraphy, painting, and
architectural arts from great antiquity have their unique charm, and
many excellent works are still appreciated by today's generations. Many
the Han thinkers, scientists, writers, artists, statesmen and strategists,
with prestige beyond national border, also emerged.

DURNA G BRRH R &, SRR o . FALE
HOETE . BhEv il AR DUR LR G SR e DU
HEATIER B, FBESERNES, MERSAL
WAL, RSN BAL. I35, Bk Al RE
FIPEIEAL

The Han people have a deep sense of patriarchal clan, and
their major traditional cultural consciousness is to value collective
benefits moral principles, and be diligent and devoted to reading and
studying. The Han people generally embrace the Confucian thought
of Confucius, and have a relatively tolerant attitude towards various

religions, capable of peacefully coexisting with both believers of
indigenous Taoism and those of exotic Buddhism and Islam at large.

DURN IR EALTT 2T, IMEATTHE Y BT
L VAN e VIS SV 5/ G F I UL RV

The Han people attach the highest importance to the Spring
Festival; in addition, they celebrate the Lantern Festival, the Qingming
Festival,the Dragon Boat Festival, the Double seventh Festival, the Mid-
Autumn Festival and the Double Ninth Festival etc.

FERIM P Sk st ke rp, DU & DL R 2 [l
B ZMEGG . SAFRANSUE AR, AL, RS &5
BRI FIEEAAL, Mg aRY, Ay A CrER
DU Tt

Through their long historical development, the Han people have
forged extensive political and economic links and cultural exchanges
with other fraternal nationalities of China. Today, they get along well
with all people of all other ethnic groups, meet together in cooperation,
and make joint efforts to build their own.

1. EEERERAEERINED &
A young lady of the Han ethnicity dressed in
red with traditional flower pattern

2. NEAFKEENARNERE

A collective picture of a Han family in a
traditional courtyard
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The zhuang

HepE A i 2 1 — A DR R
IR R ORI R R AR, D
BoshtEnrd, R IR SUNSEEG.

The Zhuang, the most populous minority
group of China, mainly live in the Guangxi
Zhuang Autonomous Region, with a small number

distributed in Yunnan, Guangdong, Hunan and

Guizhou provinces, etc.

B D IS R P,
i, WIS, S, TAEHED. K
PERATKRR . Tk, W%, XEMIBAE, WS,
SR PR LK RIS T 3 1 T 4 i

The mass of the Zhuang people live in the west Lingnan area,

1

which has a moderate climate and sufficient rainfall, and abounds with
tropical and sub-tropical crops. The agricultural products include rice,
corn, sweet potatoes and so forth. This place has both spectacular
terrains and picturesque scenery; particularly the world famous

landscape of Guilin, which attracts tourists from all over the world.

HeeAE I sk A R, Qi 1 BREE 2R S 2
Ko FAEBTKE I ], B Re S & . Hs i
Idn, WRRRRIERRIE, AMIFEAEREEshE IR
T H B e, ISR AU R R e R I
ORI T L2, HAR @RI | 22, SRERIUKL,
ISR N SEHE BB HERA K BB G0 17T LA
TIEREFIN, ARZ 5 B o

The Zhuang people have created colorful culture and art. As early
as the Spring and Autumn period and the Warring States period (770-

1. ERERERERTERAR

Zhuang lady women in their traditional 221 BC), the Zhuang people produced bronze drums, which were not
costume
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only musical instruments but
also a symbol of power and
wealth. Such drums are often
played and accompanied with
singing and dancing in religious
rituals or celebration days.
Zhuang brocade, a special kind

of handcraft product created

by the Zhuang women and
having long enjoyed a great reputation, is woven with cotton, silk and
floss threads of bright color in exquisite patterns. Many quilt covers,
tablecloths, door curtains, cushions, handbags and the like in this region

are made of Zhuang brocade.

=R IS \ <Rl I 2 3 “w—= — Tk -

KRR &, 24 0" I, = A=A
=R e va [ g Hlfr = e ) =
SEAEIR GG o AR, R BB L H AR,

~ S 3 /N D S =3
HRZE L pAE, RN L, MR, FIEHCRRIEZ 1S,
SRR, AR, HAFE.

The Zhuang people like to sing folk songs. The Antiphonal
Song Day is a traditional Zhuang singing festival, which is held around
the third day of the third month each year in Chinese lunar calendar.
On this occasion, young men and women who live within a certain
distance of one another dress in their most splendid attire and gather on

hillsides to sing in antiphonal style. Through these songs, people express

love, make friends, and pray for good weather and a good harvest.

RN AL B, =il i, e RIS
AR R M AR BERSF RO H o FE R AR
PARZAT AN FIRUR—K, 1B PR, FF7d]
KRR, ABL TR . B2 E 5.

The Zhuang people worship big stones, old trees, lofty mountains,
land, dragons, snakes, their ancestors and so
forth. The Festival of the Ox Souls is peculiar
to people of the Zhuang, Dong, Yao and other
ethnic groups. This festival is held after the spring
plowing. The oxen and cows will have a good
rest and be fed with cooked glutinous rice in
five colors and fresh grass for one day, and the
cowsheds will be repaired that day. This festival
showcases the tradition of the Zhuang people's

respect and love for oxen.

—_

N

/NFIIR - Small Encyclopedia
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Liu Sanjie: Liu Sanjie was a
legendary girl of folklore, who came
from a peasant Zhuang family during
the Tang Dynasty. She was very
smart, able to compose and sing
songs by herself at the age of 12.
The Zhuang people respectfully call
her the Fairy Singer, and a saying
still goes among the populace that
‘Now Guangxi is a sea of songs,
which are all taught by Sanjie
herself."

AR

Zhuang brocade

CERWLKSEFR R A (X =28 )
Liu Sanjie in the scene of Guilin landscape (a
film still)
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The Manchu

J\ERE - Footnotes
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) Eight Banners System: A
military and permanent residence
registration system of the Manchurians
during the Qing Dynasty. This system
took banners as signals, which were
classified into Eight Banners: Pure
Yellow, Pure White, Pure Red, Pure
Blue, Bordered Yellow, Bordered
White, Bordered Red, and Bordered
Blue. Later, Eight Mongolian Banners
and Eight Han Military Banners were
added. The officers of Eight Banners
were in charge of civil affairs in
peacetime, and played the role of
military commanders in wartime. The
descendents of the Eight Banners
members were born to be servicemen.

1. RS E

A scene of the Shenyang Imperial Palace

WIRFEES MR =R, AL TERD
The Manchu people are mainly distributed in the three northeast

provinces of China, with the mass of them inhabiting Liaoning

Province.

ST BN, HT SRR BRIRAE,
BRI 30 SFIES T, Gi— T &S AR
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L IRr T R U, FTDAR R b B e
A9 \BEN” s “BEA” o 1636 4, F/RIGARI LT 5L
KM ARRER, SES N, BURS DN, 1644 4, 15

ZEFENILHT

Today's Manchu people are the descendents of the N zhen
ethnic group in ancient times. At the end of the Ming Dynasty,
Nurhachi unified Nii zhen tribes after 30-year efforts. In the course of
unification, he set up an "Eight Banners System" Y in which all civilians
were conscripted. Hence, people of later generations call the Manchu
people the "Eight Banners People" or "Banner People." In 1636,
Nurhachi's son Huangtaiji proclaimed himself an emperor and renamed

N G zhen Manchuria, and changed the name of their state to Qing. In

1644, the Qing army entered Beijing.

N

B REIE SRR R R B R
BIR. SHUSE, AT R A
FRLH, wordhs . VN WU
Hath . LR S, =4, 1l
LRI R, U5 PR B AT WP ik
Rt ok S o

Manchurian culture values singing and

Ry

dancing skills. On each festival occasion,

celebratory events and worship, people would
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sing and dance to their hearts' content. Manchurian
folk songs vary in styles, including work songs, ditties,
custom songs, children's playing songs and love songs.
Nowadays, traditional ethnic songs and dances full of
Manchurian characteristics can still be seen in remote

Manchurian habitation areas.

W25, MRS TS B A, AR
HY O (BERAIMNIRRLH) o LR
TRy, — MR KT, BEROACRS
N ERER A=l A i S RN B P AR E
FlEOREHT, o R R R A AL T 25
R, ORI R AR AR IR

Manchu men were expected to wear their hair
in a single plait, and dressed in a gown with horse-
hoof-shaped cufts and a mandarin jacket. The women's
hairstyle was also quite unique; they usually coiled
their hair on the top of the head in a bun, and then
wore beautiful headdresses. Manchu women wore a
cheongsam with a straight skirt and broad sleeves. Later,
this kind of cheongsam gradually evolved into various

styles, becoming characteristic customs of Chinese

nation.

MR Gt A —FHER Az D, gt
Yoo CBEHET SRR . BE. B 2. R
JEURHRURER, ARZ AHSEIRIZ o

Among the traditional foods of the Manchu ethnic group, there is
a very delicious snack called sagima (a kind of Manchu candied fritter).

Made of flour, eggs, sugar, sesame and kernels of sunflower seeds, it is

many people's favorite.

RN, B2 SN, i (EE)
MTEE BT S RX P (ERES . BikR,
R EARG R o

The Manchu people are diligent and fond of learning, and among
them were many famous men of culture, such as the author of A Dream
of Red Mansions Cao Xueqin, linguist Luo Changpei, writer Lao She,
calligraphist Qi Gong, performance artist of Peaking opera Cheng

Yangiu, and so forth.

1. B RIRERIEHIFIRA

Manchu people in ethnic costume

2. wE NIERE

A picture of Manchu people's salute
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The Hui

NG IN

An aged Hui man

E) 3t

Students of Hui nationality

- TERIEXEESF

The Nanguan Pass Mosque in Yinchuan,
Ningxia

BHEFARBEHEMILE

Muslims taking part in worship in a mosque

o Rl R R AR P 2, EEEET
TR AR, 5 E A 5 AT vF 2 Il A\ R
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MIRER B T —BEBaRAE R B AT . AE D SRR R
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Hui is the abbreviation of Huihui. The Hui people are

widely distributed. With the mass of them inhabiting the Ningxia
Hui Autonomous Region, there are also many living in compact
communities or in scattered settlements in other regions of China. The
Hui people use Chinese language as their common language, but they
keep a few Arabic and Persian words in their everyday life and religious
activities. In bordering minority areas, the Hui people often use the

language of the local minorities.
guag

IR A MBI 224, I R R a5 18 B o
TEMPHAHFT. XL M
HRIBEY,

The Hui people are Muslims, and
they are accustomed to building a mosque
in their communities. Their major
festivals are the Lesser
Bairam, Mawlid al-
Nabi (Shengji Festival
or the Birthday of the
Prophet Mohammed),

. a
and Corban Festival

P == BNt
[ i N\ AT ARG
S ] R N 2
A e, = B
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Islam has a deep influence on the life and customs of the Hui
people: When a baby is born, he will be given a Hui name by an
imam ? ; when people get married, they invite an imam as the chief
witness; when one dies, an imam will be invited to preside over the
funeral; the Hui people do not eat pork, and nor do they eat the blood
of any animal or the corpse of animals that die naturally. Now, the Hui
people are almost the same as the Han in terms of clothes, ornaments,
names and customs, only that men normally wear white, black or
brown caps, and women veils. Especially in northwest China, aged
women wear white veils, which make them look graceful; the mid-aged
wear black ones, which make them elegant, and maids are in green,

which looks fresh and pretty.

DIV WL N, Hl— R AR EZ
MRBIE R BEAEEERIR A CR 7S A — KA 28
AR, MBS TR I LA T R AL

"Hua'er" is a kind of folk song popular among the Hui people in

Gansu and Qinghai provinces. Every year, from the first to the sixth

day in June in the lunar calendar, people gather in scenic hills to hold

&

traditional hua'er parties.

/I\SERR « Footnotes
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@) Three Most Important Islam
Festivals: All grown-up Muslims
who are mentally and physically
healthy, male or female, observe
a one-month fast in the 9th month
of Islamic calendar, and hold the
Lesser Bairam Festival (Fast—
breaking Festival) at the end of this
Ramadan month. On this occasion,
all people bathe themselves, give
donations, attend imams' lectures
on scriptures, greet one another and
pray for the dead. On December
10 in the Islamic calendar is the
Corban Festival when people have
bath, burn incense, and go on fasts
for half a day. In the morning,
people go to mosques, invite
imams to kill animals, and present
beefs and mutton to relatives and
friends, or give donations to those
in need. The Shengji Festival is a
day to commemorate the death of
Prophet Mohammed. In March each
year, people recite scriptures, give
lectures, and tell the holy signs of
Mohammed; in some places, large—
scaled philanthropy banquets
are given. These three important
festivals are both religious festivals
and ethnic ones for the Hui. In
China, they are also the common
festivals of the Hui, Uyghur, Kazakh
and Ozbek ethnic groups, which all
believe in Islam.

@ W4 FH=HIRER
BESFBSHPHRERNA

@ An imam: presides over
Islamic religious activities and
teaches Islamic scriptures.
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The Miao

/|\Ef# - Footnotes
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@ Silvery ornaments of the
Miao: Miao families begin to
prepare a set of silver ornaments
for a girl from the time of her birth,
and such a set of silver ornaments
contains a large number of items,
ranging from items on the head
to those on the foot. The Miao
people have a custom to "take
money as ornaments;" they view
silver ornaments as a symbol of
wealth, and develop three aesthetic
characteristics of silver ornaments:
large sizes, heavy weight and large
numbers.

1. SEERRIBFHERGIR

A Miao girl wearing colorful clothes and silver

ornaments

2. EHREE

Wax printing of the Miao

¥ T L G e XA
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The Miao form a relatively
populous ethnic group in southwest
China, and are widely distributed in
Guizhou, Hunan, Yunnan, Sichuan,
Guangxi, Hubei, Guangdong, and

Hainan Provinces, although most

live in Guizhou Province.

e 2 R R R,
B3 R A A0S R
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The Miao like to be well groomed. They dress up and beautity

their lives with handmade embroidery, cross-stitching, patterns, wax

printing, and silver ornaments. Miao girls are especially born to love

silver ornaments. On festive days, women dress most beautifully,
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wearing embroidered clothes with silver articles and varied silver
® .
ornaments~ on the head and around the neck. Their costumes and

ornaments have been long praised.

HE TR, HIE TR R IR L, AR
BRI, MR8, BRI, Mt (k) | I (IR 2.
e BRI FHIPORE, BEKHBERE, BBl . K.

The Miao people are fond of sour flavors, and produce various
types of pickle with jars, including acid-hot noodles, acid dried
vegetables, pickled fish (with an acid taste) and pickled meat (with

an acid taste). Liquor is a common drink for the Miao people, and is

brewed in every household, including distilled liquor and rice wines.

PR AT HRZ, RN Ay i,
RS TR AR, B e R AL H they
FirANIF o

The Miao people have many festivals, such as the Dragon-
Boat Festival, the Flower-Mountain Festival, the New Crop Tasting

Festival, and the Autumn Harvest Festival. Since the Miao are widely

distributed, the festivals differ from place to place.

FETH L, WIRAZZAT R EFER AL, Hor,
WOREE L R SRR AT R T B AR R WA
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On festive days, the Miao people hold
various celebration activities, among which the
most characteristic are sheng (a reed pipe wind
instrument) performances, antiphonal singing
and bullfighting. The sheng is a favorite
musical instrument of the Miao people. It is
made of many reed pipes and a blowing pipe
on a wooden base. The sheng has sonorous
and rich timbre, and is played by both males
and females. At every festival, weddings
or house construction, people always play
the sheng while singing and dancing to express

their joy.

1. EREES
A party of sheng performance of the Miao
people
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The Uyghur

/\sEf# - Footnotes
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@) Afanti: Afanti is a character
in Uyghur folk stories. In the minds
of the Uyghur people in Xinjiang,
Afanti is diligent, brave, humorous
and optimistic, and full of wisdom
and the sense of justice. He
showcases the characters of the
hard-working people and their
clear idea about what to love or
hate.

1. BERKREHESRIRER

A Uyghur lady in ethnic clothes

2. fERIEANER

1%

Uygur people's staple diet — nang
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The Xinjiang Uyghur
Autonomous Region is inhabited
by more than 10 ethnic minorities,
including the Uyghur, Tajik,
Kyrgyz and Uzbek, among which

the Uyghur (which means "rally" or "unity") is the most populous.

HEARIRE ST 223, A AR SRS, i
IS AR HEE RIS ZAR A M O R MU, HLrpia] AL
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Uyghurs are Muslims, and have their own spoken and written
language. Uyghur literature and arts have a long history and a special
style; The Story of Afanti Vs familiar to, and liked by all ethnic groups
in China. During festivals, the Uyghur people sing and dance to enjoy
themselves, both men and women, old and young. The Uyghur dances
are lively and beautiful, usually known for their whirling movements,
speed and variety. "Sanam" is a favorite dance of the people, usually
performed by one or two dancers, with the audience sitting around

clapping hands and shouting "bravo." The scene is warm and cheerful.
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YEE R IR IR RE B H SE RN, ANIE R 2 DA
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Uyghur costumes are brightly colored and beautiful, and all
men and women like to wear a diamond-shaped skullcap named gaba.
Uyghur men traditionally wear giapan, a robe buttoning down in the
front, while women like to wear a one-piece dress that has loose sleeves
with a black front-buttoned waistcoat over it. Young women wear

many plaits over the shoulders before marriage, believing the longer the

hair, the more beautiful a woman is.

HEE IR R N BB W2 . I 2 PR PR T e Al 1 1
(nang) o BIEERBNIRE “PUR" , S TR A
PRI B PIURT S IOK. SFN L S N
AT PR, O TFICENZ , BBy “IniR”
s TR o 4B KRR T TV s A, T 2R
RIS . 2290 N JRGALIRE & AR 5% .
Uyghurs like to drink milk tea, eat mutton and nang (a kind of
crusty pancake) baked with flour. Zhuafan, which is of ethnic flavor, is
a necessary food at festivals and for the treatment of guests. It is made
of rice, mutton, goat oil, carrots, raisins and onions; because it is eaten
with the hands, it is known as zhuafan or shouzhuafan. The Uyghur
ethnic group has a long history of handicrafts-their carpets, silk cloth,

knives and embroidered skullcaps of exquisite craftsmanship are favorites

for people both at home and abroad.

HEE IR 2 WAl A At 2B
HGRIREE FIF & A gkl F s Rk B LH @
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Uyghurs began to farm long ago. They have opened up oases at
the edge of basins or in the Gobi desert, and built the karez % to irrigate
fertile farmland with underground water. The main grain crops are
wheat, corn and rice. Coreless grape, Hami melon, long-staple cotton

and Hotan jade are special local products of Xinjiang.

1. EERIEHFHUR

Zhuafan food of the Uyghur

2. PR

Afanti

/|\Ef® - Footnotes
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(2 Karez: A kind of irrigation
system popular in the arid areas
of Xinjiang. This kind of project
consists of a series of wells from a
mountainside to the field, with the
bottoms of the wells connected
with underground ditches. In this
way, both the melted snow water
in the Tianshan Mountains and
underground water are channeled
to irrigate the lands. Such
underground ditches are mainly
intended for avoiding the ground
surface water transpiration caused
by dry climate.
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1. BEREREN TR IR

Yi girls in ethnic clothes

/|\3Ef - Footnotes
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) Ashima: Ashima is a folk
epic of the Sani, a sub-branch of
the Yi ethnic group. The heroine
was smart and pretty Sani girl, who
was in love with hard-working and
brave Ahei. A local landlord sent
hired thugs to kidnap her, trying to
force her to be his daughter-in-
law. Ahei used tactics and bravery
against the landlord, and finally
saved Ashima out of the landlord's
hands. Being reluctant, the landlord
prayed the Cliff God to release
flood to drown those two. At the
end, Ashima was flooded away,
and turned into a rock peak, with
her voice echoing among the stone
forests forever. The poem vividly
depicts the life habit and customs
of the Sani branch of the Yi.

SEIE R P R X PR 2 1 — A D8
Rk, FEZRAeERmM. MWL 5, -
HFHX, PWIEILSETR BN R
R
The Yi are a relatively populous ethnic group in
southwest China, and are mainly distributed in Yunnan,
Sichuan, Guizhou and Guangxi provinces. The Yi

Autonomous Prefecture of Liangshan in Sichuan Province is the largest

Y1 community.

P H O RE 5 307, AR BeRrr (B
PEL) Y, PR T IR IR TR A Bh AR o SRR
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The Yi people have their own spoken and written language.

. . . . .
Their long narrative poem Ashima —, which circulates throughout the

country, tells a touching story of a Yi girl named Ashima. The Yi have
also made unique contributions to the fields of astronomy, calendar

systems, meteorology, medicine and so on.

FRE SRR Z . T CH W A s S L
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Traditional Yi clothes have many styles. Women often wear edged or

embroidered jackets with large front pieces and a pleated long skirt edged

with cloth of various colors. Yi girls in Honghe area of Yunnan Province
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i R wear a kind of cockscomb-

‘,%5?,‘-' i ¥ shaped embroidered hat, regarded
AN TN

as a symbol of good luck and
happiness. Y1 men generally wear
short black jackets with tight
sleeves, buttons on the right, and
long trousers with many pleats and
loose bottoms; they like to use
a long black or blue cloth for a head covering, tying it in a cone-shaped
"hero knot" in the front. When the Yi people go out, they wear a sleeveless

cloak woolen, which they can use as a quilt at night.

PERNT . EFLT, SRS PR
H—32 B KBRS TR, 4 B LR T alcefT, A
SEMTTEER LN, FB SRS, HIFPT IR LA,
FTA “FIFRE™ 2.

The Yi people like to drink liquor. In festival seasons, each

household presents a jar of delicious self-brewed liquor, and inserts
several bamboo pipes or wheat stalks in it. Every passer-by will be
warmly invited to take a few sips, so it is known as "ganganjiu" (liquor

drunk with bamboo pipes or wheat stalks).

JAETEERR . Bk, ANIHR. FEIAER . PIAk RS D
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WA, SBRAER DS H A IUH 247 k3B, A
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The Torchlight Festival is the grandest traditional festival of the
Yi, Bai, Naxi, Jinuo and Lahu minorities, and the
times to hold such Torchlight Festivals vary from
one minority ethnic group to another. The Yi
people celebrate it on the 24th day of the sixth
month in lunar calendar. During the Torchlight
Festival, people hold torches while singing and
dancing, forming a long fiery dragon that bathes
villages in a crimson glow. Traditionally, people lit
torches to drive away pests to protect crops, and
during this festival, the Y1 also kill chickens and

goats to pray for a good harvest.

1. R E FIRFHE

Yi men drinking ganganijiu

2. & (MiFE) BIR

A still from the film Ashima

3. FEMRNIETT

Yi's Torchlight Festival
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The Mongolian
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Y The Mongolian people mainly live in
the Inner Mongolian Autonomous Region
in the frontier areas in northern China,
which consists of a far-flung territory and
abundant produce, with the rest in northeast
and northwest China respectively. The vast
grasslands form a natural pasture, among
which the Hulun Buir Grassland is the most

famous.
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The Mongolians are a nomadic ethnic group with a long and

1. RE RISl legendary history. During the period from the 11th century to the 12th
A Mongolian wedding “ = )
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century, there were many tribes in the grasslands of the north, among
which the Mongolian tribe under Temujin gradually became powerful.
At the end of the 12th century and the beginning of the 13th century,
Temujin fulfilled the unification in the northern grasslands, and all the
tribes in the grasslands began to be called the Mongolians in general. In
1206, Temujin was enthroned as "Genghis Khan" ("Genghis" means
"the greatest", and "khan" was the title of supreme rulers of some
minority ethnic groups such as the Mongolians). After years of warfare,
Genghis Khan and his descendants conquered the vast territory from
the inland of Asia to Europe. In 1271, Genghis Khan's grandson Kublai
established the Yuan Dynasty, and in 1279, the Yuan Dynasty united
China.

FRAE ACES X7, FHEEM/REER, 5
HIRR ST, SRS 2SR, SR AR
IR TG EEY, BERR AT . Ml IDA I LR i
TR SR R, BT R L 4
KR .

The Mongolians have their own spoken and written language,

which belongs to the Altai phylum. Mongolian folk songs have high
pitches and melodious tones, Mongolian dances are in joyful rhythms,
and Mongolian people's favorite musical instrument horse-head gin " is
euphonic. The Mongolian people have created an abundance of music

and songs, and are reputed to be "a nation of music" and "a nation of

songs."

/|\3E % - Footnotes

D BLE: FHEARE
EHRR. WK, AHENE
SRR B 5 KRB AR,
DAEFERE, REREE.

@ Horse-head qgin: A
popular musical instrument of the
Mongolians, with two strings, a
trapezoidal major structure and a
sculptured handle in the shape of a
horse head. The voice of a horse—
head music instrument is mellow,
melodious and in low pitches.




1. 558

A Mongolian yurt

2. MIERAE EED

Horse racing at the Nadam Fair

/|\3E % - Footnotes

@ FTHE: REKEARE
EN—FEF. HAMMER
i, REREBEEE, —REE
TEKREEENTT . EIMEN,
EENFERERK, ESRE,
KK, LEER, FNA
R4, FEESTEER
BB RIEE .

2 Mongolian yurt: a kind of
house of Mongolian herdsmen.
Made of wood and fur, it can be
easily erected. Usually, it is set
up where water and grass are
available. Despite its relatively
small size, it has large usable areas
inside, good ventilation and lighting
conditions. It feels warm in winter
and cool in summer inside, and
resists both wind and rain, making it
very suitable to the nomadic ethnic
groups.
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Mongolian herdsmen live a unique lifestyle. They wear a fur
gown with a silk or cotton-cloth surface in winter and a cloth gown in
summer; they wear red or green silks and satin waistbands, and often
carry with them a pouch and a Mongolian knife. Mongolian men are
accustomed to wearing a hat, and women a red or blue headpiece.
The herdsmen like to eat beef, mutton and dairy produce, and drink
black tea and brick tea. Most live in round Mongolian tents known as a

yurt ~, which has skylight ceiling for ventilation and lighting.

HREE R St IR AR —F— R BT H o B
BET RSOE, HEE BRIR. T o K& EAA
DEZINFES | BRI ST SERIR ISR “ IRk AE”
RELAEF AL A1 8 AT, e,
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The Nadam Fair is an annual grand festival for the Mongolian
people. Nadam is a Mongolian word, meaning "entertainment" or
"happy get-together." It features horse racing, wrestling, archery
competition and exciting song and dance performance. The Nadam is
usually held in August, when the livestock are fat and the rice is ripe in
the grassland. Every time this magnificent fair is held, people come from

all directions to participate in competitions and watch performances,

and the tranquil grasslands are then turned into a land of fun and joy.
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The Tibetan

PRl A 24 AT AE Y
TR AT, T
s PN AR
Ao HWRHIX R
b, TTANE, W
B, Kevz ik, K
T

The Tibetan people
are mainly distributed in the
Tibetan Autonomous Region,
and Qinghai, Gansu, Sichuan
and Yunnan provinces nearby.
The Tibetan area features vast
grasslands, intersecting rivers
and serene lakes. The plateau

landscape is beautiful and

mystical.

g e N T R TR UG I T ARBORURR S Rt 3%
(Tibo) 7 o FEATT 640 4, Hh3E “B” (&H “T7 )
FARE AR B 5 8124 IR ST R e SR Iy, 22 0m] Tl
WISERRAI SR X2 0 MBI IR, DUSIPIEEBUS . 2857 .
ST A AT TR A R o

The Tibetan ethnic group is an age-old one. Its ancient regime

was called the Tubo Kingdom. As early as in 640 AD, its king Songtsen
Gampo made a proposal to the Tang Dynasty by sending messengers
to Chang'an (Xi'an), the capital of the Tang Dynasty, and thus married
Princess Wencheng, who was smart and pretty. From then on, the
Han and Tibetan nationalities have made great progress in political,

economic and cultural exchanges.

/NFIIR - Small Encyclopedia

(HRBEREMS) : —BK
AREHUER—IBIHE R
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K= BERARNEESEE,

King Gesar: a great heroic epic
collectively created by the Tibetan
people. This epic takes a talking
and singing form, depicting and
reflecting on the history of ancient
Tibetan tribes, narrating the glorious
deeds of King Gesar, the national
hero who vanquished devils and
thus benefited the people.
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Tibetans embrace Buddhist sect known as Lamaism or Tibetan

Buddhism, and the grandest festival is the New Year's Day in the
Tibetan calendar, when people gather in festive attire, greet each other
and go to temples to worship and pray for good fortune. On April 15th
in the Tibetan calendar, religious ceremonies are held to commemorate
the day when Sakyamuni became Buddha and Princess Wencheng
reportedly reached Tibet. The Potala Palace on the Red Hill in the
northwest of Lhasa City is the complex of palaces at the highest altitude
in the world, and also a set of religious architectural structures. It is
well known in the world for its unique architectural style, precious

sculpture, statues and paintings.

PN RIS SRR U R S i i,
I SE LA AL SR SRS, HLrh B S . SRS, 92T
SR IZ AL o URAAT— MR A AL ——RIS (he) ik,
WA —PRE R AT, FEFR D sl e 2 5 2 A
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The Tibetan people are enthusiastic, open-minded, generous and
unrestrained. Tibetan folk songs are cadenced, and are accompanied
with beautiful dances. In particular, the tita dance, guozhuang dance

and xianzi dance are most popular. Tibetans observe a unique

etiquette — the presentation of hada, a traditional ceremonial scarf

1. BERERERNF IR D & presented by Tibetan people to their exhalted hosts or distinguished
A Tibetan girl in ethnic costumes

guests as a token of respect.

2. Hi

Tibetan drama performance
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(@) Butter tea: A kind of Tibetan
drink. The tea is made of butter
and strong tea, and the butter is fat
refined out of the milk of yak and
goats.

@ #I: BRARESRE
ekl
MBS E. EREESRAX
EmE JT%#}J@%F H EFRH
HIARE.

@Tsampa: One of the
traditional staple foods of Tibetan
herdsmen. Literally meaning “fried
flour" in Tibetan language, it is fried
flour of highland barley mixed with
Tibetan butter.

SR A IR AR A RS, M LS5 91 | 1 meeceosm

MRS, SN FEICH AR, MG PRKS. O T | o e

Tangka

FEFI5Eh, R A E SRS M, AR R R AR
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Tibetan costumes have unique ethnic features. Usually the
Tibetan people wear a short silk or cotton jacket with long sleeves and
a pair of high leather boots, and over the jacket they add a loose gown.
For convenience, they often bare the right shoulder or even both arms,
tying the two sleeves around the waist. Tibetan men and women plait
their hair; men coil a single plait on top of the head while women
wear two plaits, or sometimes many, over the shoulders, with beautiful
ornaments woven into the ends. Women also like to tie an apron with

beautiful patterns around their waist.

RN ARBO A . RN EEER (si) kY, &
HNZHEE PRI (zanba) 2,

The Tibetan people mainly fnrnl and they love to drink butter

0 e)
tea , and eat beef, mutton and tsampa
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The Korean

1. 5ERRIREHEER D %

A young Korean girl in ethnic costume

2. BRBAR

Seesaw jumping game

RAE IR A I b =4, e R Rk h
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The ethnic Korean group mainly lives in Heilongjiang, Liaoning
and Jilin provinces in northeast China, and the most compact
communities are the Yanbian Korean Autonomous Prefecture and the
Changbai Korean Autonomous County near the Changbai Mountains
in Jilin Province. The Korean communities have beautiful mountains
and abundant produce. In particular, the Yanbian area is a well-known

"land of rice" in northern China, with its rice being as white as jade and

very nutritious.

PIBEIRA HCRE S . 305, ARt DR e i ]
TEEERTDOEMFME S o
The Korean have their own spoken and written language, and

the Korean people living in enclaves use both Korean and Chinese

languages at the same time.

AR R — MAEGE SRR R, A ( jiaye ) BEVHANE |
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The Korean people are good at singing and dancing. They sing

while playing a plucked stringed instrument called kayago @ Also

traditional are the water-carrying dance (carrying water in a pitcher
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on the head), fan
dance and long-drum
dance ® . Korean
songs have melodious
rhythms and are
joyous and cheerful,
and some of their
famous folk songs,
including 7he Ballad
of Doraji and the
Arirang, are familiar to almost everyone. The Korean people like sports.
Worestling and playing football are men's favorite sports, while women
like to play on swings and seesaws. Because of the popularization of
football games, Yanbian has become a renowned "land of football

games" in China.

HEE RN R R B IR, DO T . T AR
KI5, B ARREBER B A AR R 2P e JAKA,
X WIEE R IA SRR — I

The Korean people like to dress in white, which is thought to
be clean, simple and graceful, giving them the reputation of "an ethnic
group of white clothes" since ancient times. Women wear short shirts

and long skirts, and it is an outstanding feature of female costumes of

the Korean ethnic group.

BRI AR E N IR E Ao, AR,
JRiEEIEER , ARELT b o FABEIRAY SRR, TSR 1T
IR A TR I R Bt

Korean homes feature kang built of bricks or slates. When
a guest visits, he is expected to take off his shoes before entering
the room and sitting on the kang. Korean food has special tastes,

including kimchi (pickled vegetables), cold noodles, sticky rice cakes

and soy sauce soup.

IR N R R K. EFEAERER N2
FAbAL 52 B B AL TRERER R, TP E AT,
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Koreans respect the old and cherish the young, and elders are
esteemed both at home and in the society. The Festival of the Aged is

a common festival in various communities of the Koreans, and only the

dates of celebratory activities vary from one community to another.

1. BREERIRAL

A Korean wedding

2. BRI EE

A family of Korean nationality

/|\Ef® - Footnotes
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) Kayago: Traditional string
music instrument of the Korean
people, whose shape resembles
the zheng (Chinese zither with 21 or
25 strings).
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@ Long-drum dance: Long
drums are kinds of traditional
percussion instruments of the
Koreans. Made of wood and being
in the shape of cylinder, they are
thin and solid in the middle, and
thick and hollow at both ends. The
surface is made of tight strings.
In long—drum dances, performers
hold drumsticks with the right
hands and beat while dancing,
with the drums hung on shoulders.
The performance is a fusion of
performers' bodies, drums and
spirit, and can be divided into solo
dance, duet dance and group
dance.



LT

Ethnic Groups

~

The Dai

1. SERERENRRD &

Dai maids in traditional costume
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The Dai people mainly live in Xishuangbanna
and Dehong areas in Yunnan Province, Thanks to
the mild climate and abundant rainfall there, this
region abounds with green bamboo forests, coconut
trees and banana trees everywhere throughout the
year. In the vast primeval forests, there are many
rare birds and unusual animals. Pretty peacocks often
dance gracefully along jungle trails or beside a brook;

thus, people call the place where the Dai people

. inhabit "the Land of Peacocks."

BRARFF N BB SN, B
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The Dai people mostly believe in Hinayana, so there are many
Buddhist temples in their villages. Generally, a Dai boy will be sent
to a temple as a monk for a period when he is eight or nine years old.
Presently, there are more than 100 Buddhist temples in Xishuangbanna,

which architecturally resemble storied bamboo stilt houses, one upon
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